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incorporation. Outside his domain he appeared in arms
in the valley of the Rhone, in Auvergne, and io Telay.
In Languedoc he was in constant communication with
the barons who chafed under the Angevin rule. Bertrand
de Born, .most gallant of knights and of troubadours,
called to him loudly to vindicate the rights of his crown.
He was content not to answer the appeal, but to neglect
no means of confirming his southern alliances. It was
a day of small things, and among small measures only
could the ruler of the French kingdom take his way.
From a military point of view the power of the crown
had fallen back, but diplomacy gave a different aspect
in which to view its position.
The later years of Louis VII. showed the power of
the crown gradually increasing, but still feeble indeed
in comparison with the great states by which it was
surrounded. The Empire under Frederic L, one of
the greatest of medieval monarehs, had triumphed over
the Italian cities, and made a concordat with the pope,
by which the imperial power, if it had nominally retired
from some of its pretensions, was certainly not in reality
the weaker. At a critical juncture it had seemed
probable that th." emperor would even intervene in
French politics. Hfe^remained a strong power on the
eastern frontier, and a source of support to the border
bishoprics and great ky fiefs in any quarrel that might
arise with the French king. In the south too he held a
power which threatened that of the French crown. In
1178 he was crowned king of Burgundy and Aries, and
thus entered into feudal relations with many fiefs over
which the French king claimed some authority. But a
far more important factor in French politics was the